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document, because we have been made acquainted with the person-
ality of the sender. An admirable instance is Steele's paper giving
Sergeant Hall's letter written in the camp befoie Mons, with the
editorial comments :
If you will have my opinion, then, of the Seigeant's letter, I pro-
nounce the style to be mixed, but truly epistolary ; the sentiment
relating to his own wound in the sublime ; the postscript of Pegg
Hartwell in the gay ; and the whole the picture of the bravest sort
of men, that is to say, a man of great courage and small hopes.1
With the accession of Addison, The Tatler extended the range
its good-humoured but telling criticism, and resorted more and more growing
to the dramatic method of playing off character against character. Dramatic
Both writeis collaborated in the spirited account of the visit paid
to Isaac in his own apartment by Sir Hairy Quickset, of Stafford-
shire, Bart., Sir Giles Wheelbarrow, Knight., Thomas Rentfrcc,
Esq , Justice of the quorum, Andrew Windmill, Esq., and Mr
Nicholas Doubt of the Inner Temple, Sir Harry's godson, in which
the diverting struggle for piecedence is suddenly pacified by the
false alarm of fire. The very names are a reminder that the Country
Gentleman, the Upstart Country Knight, the Inns of Court Man,
and the other stock figures of charactery have not been left entirely
behind.2 The pair are found collaborating again in several numbers
recording the proceedings of the mock court, where Isaac places
himself in the chair of judicature, and deliberates on applications
from all sorts of people for licences to carry canes, write high-flown
love-letters, and indulge in other consecrated kinds of foppishness
and affectation. Here, the review of a motley crowd of defendants
has not a little in common with Robert Greene's Qutppe and the
string of challenged jurymen. Such humorous indictments of
prevalent tricks and swindles as Addison's burlesque paper on the
chymical operators engaged in fabricating choice wines out of the
cheapest liquors 3 is only a modernized form of the attack on cony-
catchers ; but how much finer is this satirical fooling than the old
crude invective ! Again and again, the newsmonger and amateur
1	Tatler, No   87.
2	Addison was «« suspected of having revised and even written the translation
oi Theophrastus  which   his   nephew, Eustace  Budgell, published   in   1714''
(G. S   Gordon, Enghsf* Litttature and the C/assut, p. 83).
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